about the time of our departure. Yet the
days are shortening, it is cold after dinner,
and, with the system of doors and windows
invented here, it is impossible to be warm.
All this makes me think that we shall not
stay here long. The sea air does me good.
I breathe easier, but sleep badly. The time
here, as in all imperial residences, is spent
in doing nothing. I work a little, and walk
a great deal. We had a charming prome-
nade, yesterday, along the Pyrenees, near
enough to the mountains in order to see
them in all their beauty, and not near enough
to suffer from their inconveniences. The
Prince Imperial gave a dinner, yesterday, to
a band of children. The Emperor com-
pounded for them, out of seltzer water,
champagne, which had the same effect upon
them as if it were real wine. They were all
drunk in a quarter of an hour, and my ears
are still ill of the noise which they made.
Good-by, dear friend; I have had the temer-
ity to promise to translate for his Majesty
a Spanish memoir, and I have just discovered
that it is terribly difficult to translate.
Good-by.old woman wore a crown of diamondsall diamonds and emeralds. I never Foreign were you   are worth as much as
